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LIVESTOCK ON FARMS JANUARY 1

YEAR
All Cattle 
(including
milk cows)

Milk Cows
(2 years and

older) 1/

Hogs
and

Pigs 2/

Stock
Sheep and

Lambs
1935 3,113 NA 1,653 1,081
1940 3,172 NA 1,821 1,141
1945 3,536 NA 1,826  933
1950 4,127 1,062 2,169 1,374
1954 5,022  813 1,856 1,672
1959 4,255 464 1,762 1,626
1964 3,479 108 1,876 712
1969 3,915  51  622 144
1974 4,867 (D) 1,571 (D)
1978 4,007 (D) 966 23
1982 3,841 (D) (D) 45
1987 3,028 (D) (D) 210
1992 2,529 (D) 42 209
1997 3,025 (D) (D) 231

1/  "Milk cows that have calved" beginning in 1970.  2/  Beginning in 1970 hog inventory data
refers to preceding December.   NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing
information for individual farms.

FARM INCOME AND SALES
1997 1992 1987

Number of farms: 139 128 141

Farm income and sales:
                -Thousand Dollars-

Crops Sold 3,998 4,536 1,379
Grains 3,415 2,834 1,334
Tobacco ---- ---- ----
Field seeds, hay, forage, 
  and silage 126 143 7
Other field crops (D) (D) ----
Vegetables, sweet corn   
  and melons

(D)
(D) (D)

Fruits, nuts and berries (D) ---- (D)
Nursery and greenhouse 
  products

(D) (D) ----

Forest Products Sold 59 73 (D)

Livestock, Poultry and
Products Sold 401 473 645

Poultry and products ---- (D) ----
Dairy products ---- ---- ----
Cattle and calves (D) 454 554
Hogs and pigs ----- ---- (D)
Sheep, lambs and wool (D) (D) (D)
Other livestock and          
 products

---- (D) (D)

Total income from sales: 4,399 5,008 2,024

Custom work and other      
 agricultural services: 83 (D) 40

(D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.
---- Represents zero.

NUMBER OF FARMS, BY SIZE, GROUP

YEAR

Size of Farm (Acres)

All
Farms1-9 10-49

50-179 180-499 500-
999

1,000-1,999
2,000+50-174 1/ 175-499 1/ 1,000-Over 1/

1974 1 17 80 38 21 4 1 162
1978 4 15 75 46 13 8 ---- 161
1982 6 31 75 39 19  6 1 176
1987 7 18 58 38 12 8 ---- 141
1992 4 24 54 27 10 9 2 128

1997 3 38 51 31 10 6 ---- 139
1/ Applies to1997.  ---- Represents zero.

OPERATORS’  OCCUPATION AND AGE
1982 1987 1992 1997

Operators by principal occupation:

   Farming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56 58 54 56
   Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 120 83 74 83

Operators by age group:

   Under 25 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ---- 2 ---- 2
   25 to 34 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 8 9 5
   35 to 44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37 25 8 16
   45 to 54 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53 37 28 26
   55 to 64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 38 42 39
   65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 31 41 51
   Average Age . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54 54 59 60
NA  Not available.  ---- Represents zero.

 

Rev. 1999

KING GEORGE
COUNTY
U.S. Census of Agriculture

King George County lies in the northern neck of the coastal
plain and is bounded on the north by the Potomac River and on the
south by the Rappahannock River.  Formed in 1720 from part of
Richmond, the county was named in honor of King George I.
Interestingly, King George County is the birthplace of James
Madison, the fifth president of the United States.

 In 1997, King George  land in farms totaled 34,180 acres,
or 30 percent of the county's area of 115,209 acres.  According to
the 1997 Census of Agriculture, there were 139 farms in the area,
each averaging 246 acres in size and worth an average of $571,875,
including land and buildings.  A steady decline in the amount of land
in farms in the county began in 1934 but bottomed out in 1969.

The topography of the county is flat to gently rolling, with
elevations ranging from 100 to 200 feet above sea level.  The frost-
free growing season is roughly 222 days, usually extending from
around April 3 to November 11.  Annual precipitation averages 40
inches.  Temperatures in the area average 36 degrees in January
and 77 in July.

Farming is a principal industry in the county and accounted
for $4.4 million in sales in 1997.  Crops accounted for 91 percent of
this total and included corn, soybeans, and wheat.  The production
of livestock, poultry and poultry products contributed 9 percent of the
total cash farm income that year.  About 63 percent of King George
is covered by woodland. Forest products and fishing industries
provide supplemental income to many county residents.

The estimated population of the county in 1990 was 13,527.
Total gross personal income that year was $237.1 million, or an
average of $17,528 per capita.



FARM DATA & LAND USE

YEAR
Number

of
Farms

Land
in

Farms

Avg. Value
Per Acre
For Land

& Buildings

LAND USE

Cropland Other
Pasture 1/

Woodland

Harvested Other Pasture Pasture Not Pastured

Number Acres Dollars -Acres-
1935 997 88,660 29 16,991 12,236 152,020 1,914 NA 35,687
1940 844 84,129 42 18,899 9,533 15,134 NA NA NA
1945 766 76,993 46 15,419 8,960 10,643 2,629 NA 36,008
1950 585 68,676 89 14,852 7,095 7,228 4,847 NA 30,135
1954 470 66,200 123 15,502 4,700 7,820 3,677 NA 30,710
1959 301 53,990 164 14,562 2,849 3,988 4,607 NA 24,253
1964 219 44,303 321 12,366 2,767 1,625 4,510 2,435 8,811
1969 167 40,492 350 13,304 1,490 4,220 1,184 3,048 8,803
1974 2/ 162 42,423 667 16,624 541 4,019 2,260 4,113 8,337
1978 161 45,492 960 18,140 1,136 3,638 4,429 3,958 10,830
1982 176 41,952 1,188 18,306 775 2,421 2,750 3,108 11,638
1987 141 38,105 1,396 14,479 4,214 1,908 3,143 3,413 7,933
1992 128 37,777 1,672 17,767 2,354 2,332 3,315 842 8,493
1997 139 34,180 2,334 15,936 1,525 2,757 1,132 1,021 9,777
1/  Due to changes in definition and wording of questions, figures for “cropland pasture” and “other pasture” are not always comparable from the Census. 
Acreage beginning with 1964 refer to pastureland and rangeland, other than cropland and woodland pastured, on farms with sales of agricultural products of
$2,500 and over. 2/  Beginning with 1964, agricultural operations under individual management with annual sales of $1,000 or more.  NA  Not Available.  

POULTRY  SALES

YEAR
Broilers Turkeys Hens & Pullets of Laying Age

Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold
1945 1/ 606 107,489 85 2,451 NA NA
1950 2/ 205 25,137 57 1,816 NA NA
1954 3/ 2 3,900 40 1,106 NA NA
1959 3/ ---- ---- 8 120 NA NA
1964 3/ 4/ ---- ---- 2 68 NA NA
1969 4/ ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ----
1974 5/ 6/ ---- ---- NA NA 5 1,795
1978 5/ ---- ---- ---- ---- 5 878
1982 3 (D) 1 (D) 7 (D)
1987 ---- ---- 1 (D) 2 (D)
1992 ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ----

1997 ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ----
1/  1945 Chickens raised.  Turkeys raised.  2/  1950 Chickens sold.  Turkeys raised.  3/  1964, 1959 and 1954 Turkeys and turkey fryers raised.  4/  1969 and
1964 Broilers and other meat-type chickens less than 3 months old.  1969 and 1964 Turkeys with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  5/  1974 and 1978 Broilers and
other meat type chickens sold.  6/   1974 Turkeys and Hens & Pullets with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for
individual farms.    NA  Not available.  ---- Represents zero.

CROP ACREAGE, YIELD, AND PRODUCTION

YEAR

CORN WHEAT SOYBEANS

Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production

Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels
1935 1/ 7,661 19.1 146,202 2,504 15.8 39,670 735 NA NA
1940 6,753 26.1 176,501 2,241 16.7 37,368 NA NA 7,935
1945 4,913 26.0 127,845 2,579 20.9 53,847 NA NA 11,813
1950 4,076 36.8 150,059 2,738 19.9 54,503 2,095 18.6 38,991
1954 3,147 19.1 59,971 2,057 26.5 54,502 3,168 9.6 30,328
1959 2/ 3,724 52.7 196,211 1,885 24.9 46,870 4,119 15.6 64,083
1964 3,232 57.2 185,005 1,614 30.8 49,774 3,314 14.8 48,936
1969 3,593 65.2 234,106 1,694 48.7 82,450 4,161 29.4 122,406
1974 3,916 97.3 381,084 3,992 39.2 156,504 6,053 22.8 137,724
1978 6,456 80.5 519,407 1,019 33.8 34,424 7,097 23.5 166,699
1982 5,854 99.2 580,835 3,264 38.0 124,176 7,551 26.3 198,598
1987 3,452 68.1 235,200 1,786 42.2 75,388 6,692 22.9 152,965
1992 4,833 107.5 519,670 3,749 56.8 213,067 7,862 26.3 206,781
1997 4,461 123.3 549,926 2,276 68.5 155,810 6,314 31.1 191,054

1/  All corn (grain equivalent, including silage and forage) 1935-54.  2/  For grain only, 1959-92.  NA  Not available. 

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
Vegetables
for sale 1/

Oats Threshed
or Combined 2/

Barley Threshed
or Combined 2/

Rye Threshed or
Combined 2/ Potatoes 3/ Sweet Potatoes

Acreage Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels
1935 265 269 4,855 55 1,272 185 1,693 175 19,397 109 11,386
1940 153 611 17,377 144 4,461 225 3,252 142 11,644 62 4,500
1945 270 592 15,651 156 4,300 273 4,089 102 6,997 29 3,301
1950 156 511 17,427 290 9,310 117 1,511 60 8,544 10 2,185
1954 49 1,069 42,475 429 15,973 214 4,068 37 5,372 2 1,012
1959 49 1,023 43,674 758 28,461 72 1,900 9 1,236 2 695
1964 80 828 37,288 1,355 64,955 171 3,176 4 570 NA 232
1969 174 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974 231 NA NA NA NA NA NA 10 1,510 1 300
1978 134 109 4,048 1,525 75,853 NA NA (D) (D) NA NA
1982 199 49 2,535 667 38,939 NA NA 1 (D) NA NA
1987 36 83 5,022 450 28,120 NA NA 2 119 NA NA
1992 123 139 11,105 1,419 109,240 NA NA 13 (D) NA NA
1997 221 NA NA 454 35,320 NA NA 15 (D) NA NA

1/  Excludes potatoes and sweet potatoes.  2/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over. 
3/  Potatoes are in hundred weight starting in 1959.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.  

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
All Hay Alfalfa for Hay 1/ Other Tame Hay 2/ Small Grains for Hay 2/ 3/

Acreage Acreage Tons Acreage Tons Acreage Tons
1935 4,977 316 648 1,725 1,907 51 37
1940 6,183 261 646 4,828 5,144 55 48
1945 4,861 231 637 3,508 3,467 48 74
1950 4,375 395 1,087 3,399 4,505 27 35
1954 4,213 461 923 2,194 1,903 132 110
1959 2,853 529 1,331 1,987 2,533 36 27
1964 2,928 294 679 1,759 2,060 195 179
1969 2,252 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974 2,524 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1978 2,540 300 747 1,887 3,500 NA NA
1982 2,271 301 663 1,771 2,410     NA     NA
1987 3,065 696 1,200 1,918 3,032 NA NA
1992 3,196 526 1,284 2,247 3,601 NA NA
1997 4,156 41 182 3,695 6,027 (D) (D)

1/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  2/ Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total
sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  Includes clover-timothy, lespedeza and orchard
grass mixtures cut for hay.  3/  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  NA  Not available.   (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for
individual farms. 

KING GEORGE


